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President's Message:

My dear Altrusans,

What an active year this has been. It is the time of year to be grateful for many things. My life has been
unquestionably enhanced by my time as an Altrusan. It is an honor to be your president.

We are accomplishing so much. We help children with monthly book gifts and the backpack project; we give

older homeless kids toiletries, gift cards, and a cake for birthday celebrations; and we fund three kinds of

scholarships for adults working to improve their education for better employment. In addition we are

sponsoring the Astra Club which has been quite active. Isn't it amazing how much one small group can
accomplish?

We made good profit on the Halloween raffle cauldron and hope to do even better with the Christmas wreath.

The garage sale made more money than ever for the backpack project. The cookbook is here, it is fabulous,

and we're off to a good start, making $250 in sales at the garage sale.

I am so proud of all of you especially the overachievers. I am bursting buttons! Blessings to you all for 2025!

Yours in service,

Louise

Please remember to keep track of your volunteer hours and book donations.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

2 3

Tues., Dec. 10th at

The Raintree

Coctkails: 6:45 at the bar

Dinner: 7:30

DISTRICT 3 ANNUAL

CONFERENCE

NEWSLETTER

April 24-27, 2025

Cherokee, NC

Please send

information, articles, &
pictures to:

linda2herrera@yahoo.co
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The Cookbooks are Here

We're happy to kick off a big fundraiser with our What's Cookin' in St.

Augustine cookbooks. Many thank to all who contributed their favorite

recipes, and special thanks to Linda Herrera for typing, Chris Mars for

editing, Chris Plant and Louise Bowman for planning, and Henry Hird for

pictures and publishing information.

You can get your copy from any member for just $25. All proceeds go

toward our many Altrusa service projects and scholarships.

What's Cookin' in

ST. AUGUSTINE

COMPILEB BV
ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL OF ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

ASTRA Club Wins Award

Congratulations to the ASTRA Club for winning a grant to

help fund a small lending library at the St. Johns

Academy. President Louise Bowman (right) presents the

check to Chris Plant (left) who serves on the ASTRA

Advisory Board.

Happy Birthdays A1A Yardsale

Chris Mars Aug. 10

Chris Haney Sept. 14

Mimi Cooper Oct. 1

Louise Bowman Oct. 13

Chris Martin Oct. 13

Virg White Oct. 14

Patti Wallace Oct. 21

Chris Plant Nov. 25

Altrusans made a whopping $623.10 at the annual Super

Scenic 150 Mile A1A Yard Sale on November 16th. A

huge thank you to Brian Bowman for setting up

everything. This was the best year ever. We made an

additional $250 in cookbook sales. Thank you to Louise

and Brian Bowman, Vicki Sellner, Chris Plant, Marci

Segui, and Linda Herrera. It was a beautiful day to be out

in the community.

Amanda Capel Nov. 27
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Monday Funday

During the school year, the Early Childhood Services

Department of St. Johns County Schools conducts Monday

Fundays at FCTC, Solomon Calhoun Center, and South Woods

Elementary School. Sometimes the programs are held at other

locations where all of the schools are invited. At these events,

Altrusans bring free books for all the families and often

special activity for the children. At some of the events, the

Junior ROTC students from St. Augustine High School are

there to help us.

a

Halloween fun for all!

NOVEMBER 2024

Picking a new book is

always a favorite activity.
Our Scratch Art activity
at the Fountain of Youth.

Big thanks to our wonderful Altrusa members

Chris Martin (left), Mimi Cooper (center), and

Chris Plant (right), whose bright smiles brought

the children right over to enjoy the festivities. The

children enjoyed showing off their Halloween

costumes.
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Port in the Storm

Every month we deliver a birthday

cake and gifts to the guests at Port in
the Storm who had a birthday during

the last month. Sarah from Port in the

Storm is accepting the cake and gift

bags.

In October we asked members to

bring full sized toiletries to the

meeting. Lindy from Port in the Storm

happily accepts the bounty.
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Birthdays Are So Important and Should Be Memorable

By Mimi Cooper, Altrusa St. Augustine

Birthdays are so important, especially when you are homeless. The Altrusa St. Augustine Sebastian Segui

Backpack Project got its start by a simple gesture of a very sweet little boy named Sebastian Segui, who is

Altrusan Marci Segui's son. When Sebastian was six years old, he and his mom were talking about different

ways to help out their local community. First Sebastian and his cousin, Ian Segui, held a lemonade stand and

donated the money to the Homeless Coalition of St. Johns County. Sebastian then came up with the idea to

give presents to these children.

When we learned that the children rarely received

birthday presents, we decided we would make sure each

child serviced by the Coalition would receive a

memorable birthday present. Over the years these

birthday presents have grown. Today each child receives

a new backpack with new PJs, books, a blanket, and a
stuffed animal. The new PJs are included because we

learned that very few of the children have ever had new

PJs. And, of course, the books promote Altrusa's literacy
theme.

Today, Marci's nephew, Zachary Segui, helps her deliver

the backpacks each month.
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