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President’s Message:

Dear Altrusa Family,

I am extremely enthusiastic about where we are as a club as the year ends. Many great
things have happened: We have two new members, Linda Herrera and Chris Martin. An
ASTRA Club has been launched thanks to Kristie Smith. Mimi Cooper and Chris Plant
continue meeting with little people for literacy. Our scholarship program thrives under
Mimi’s leadership. The quarterly newsletter has been reinstitute by Linda Herrera. Our
cookbook is moving along with continued editing and formatting by Linda Herrera and
Chris Mars. We are now manning three Little Libraries. Marci Segui continues with the
backpack project for kids in the Homeless Coalition. Mimi Cooper provides birthday
recognitions for teens at Port in a Storm. All of us put in volunteer time and collect books.
Isn’t it great?

The main thing that thrills me is that I see a spirit of joy in service and an increase in
communication between our members as a whole. Thanks to all of you for being Altrusans.
I look forward to working with you next year.

Yours in patriotism, efficiency, and service,
Louise Bowman, Altrusa president
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Sebastian Segui Backpack Project

Each month Marci Segui and her nephew Zachary deliver birthday
backpacks for children in the Homeless Coalition. In May they delivered
two backpacks filled with pajamas, a blanket, a stuffed animal, and a new
book. The books were donated by Lisa's Libraries and the backpacks
were donated by Tana Gray. Donations are welcome and can be easily

sent from Amazon.

Marci’s son, Sebastian, thought of the idea when he was small and
running a lemonade stand. He wanted to share with children who didn’t
always have new things for their birthday. Although Sebastian is now
grown, his mother and nephew keep his project going to benefit others.

The St Johns County Schools has a summer program for children in

the Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program. As a way of encouraging the
families to read together, Altrusans will be providing the children with
books each Friday the program is in session through June and July.
This is the third summer that Altrusans have been participating in the

program.

Christy Preston was awarded a $500.00 Joey
Roberson Scholarship at the District 3 Annual
Conference in Atlanta, GA. This Scholarship is
awarded to applicants whose names are submitted
by the Altrusa Clubs throughout District 3. The
scholarship is intended for students in transition—
those who have been out of school for at least six
years. Christy also received a Betty Johnstone
scholarship in the fall. She is a student at St. Johns
River State College working on her bachelor’s
degree. She is also an employee of the St. Johns
County School System Human Resources
Department. Our $500.00 scholarship was tripled
through the state of Florida’s First Generation in
College Program.

In May, Altrusa Club of St. Augustine
awarded two $700.00 scholarships to
gentlemen in the Firefighter program at
FCTC. The two students are Mitch Gurick, a
former teacher in the county school system,
who decided to change careers and become a
county firefighter/EMT; and, Brian
McElmurray who left a career in construction
to become a wild land firefighter upon
graduation. The scholarship funds were used
for the students to rent their bunker gear.
Mitch and his wife Jennifer joined us at our
May meeting where Jennifer donated some
books for our work with the Early Childhood
Service School Department.




Louise and Brian Bowman
attended the 71st Annual
District 3 Conference in
Atlanta, GA, April 25-27th.
Simply Stellar:  Shining
through Service was the
theme. Twenty clubs from
Florida, Georgia, North
Carolina, and South
Carolina were represented
at the conference.

From Louise Bowman

Our trip to the Altrusa District Three 71st Conference in April was very uplifting. The theme of the
event was “Simply Stellar: Shining through Service”. Being with enthusiastic, like-minded, giving
people sharing ideas and experiences is exhilarating. The amount of good that is being done across
the world and in hometowns by volunteer organizations like ours is inspiring. For example, our
backpack program initiated by Marci Segui and her son, Sebastian, has been recognized by another
club in our district so they can create their own. Brian learned there is a statewide program in
Georgia that another organization has done. They provide backpacks to first responders who give
them to children in crisis situations. One workshop he attended had the participants filling these
backpacks for kids—what a wonderful program.

One of the workshops Louise attended was to be “just for fun”. The attendees made bracelets out of
beads that spelled out ALTRUSA. Louise thought that would be fun for our club to do but had a
better idea. It would be fun and perfect for our new ASTRA club to do, perhaps even as a money-
maker.

Good News! During the awards ceremony recognizing extraordinary service, our St. Augustine club
was honored to receive the Outstanding Community Service Award for meritorious efforts for
volunteer hours, fundraising, and service projects that make our community better. We also
received the 2nd place Vocational Services Award for our Betty Johnstone Scholarship Program.

Next year the district conference will be held April 24-26, 2025, in Cherokee, NC at Harrah’s
Cherokee Casino Resort. I encourage you to go and meet members from other clubs. You will have
an amazing time.
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