The St. Augustine Altrusan

Newsletter for Altrusa International of St. Augustine, Inc.
Editor: Linda Herrera s Proofreader: Chris Mars

President’s Message:

Dear Fellow Altrusans,

We are now into the first quarter of the 21st century. Isn’t it amazing. Our club does so
much for the community. You should all be proud everyday. I want to highlight a couple of
things.

First are the lottery raffles. I personally was very pleasantly surprised at how successful
they have been. Many thanks to the committee for their hard work.

Second is our wonderful cookbook. It has been selling well and has met with many
compliments from purchasers. Thanks to Linda for all the work getting it printer ready, to
Chris Mars for editing, and to everyone for buying and selling.

Third is our patriotic project. Thanks to Vicki for initiating the project and arranging the
connection with the location for homeless vets. Our Christmas lottery money was dedicated
to gift certificates for each vet, and there was money left over for another event in the
future. As a member of many years, I just want to point out that we have not had a patriotic
project since we had the American flags on the Bridge of Lions.

Now, for the future I am looking forward to attending the district conference with a number
of you. It is very exciting.

It is time to nominate officers for next year, so please consider serving.

Yours in service,

Louise Bowman
President, Altrusa of St. Augustine, FL
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Funday Monday keeps the focus on LITERACY

Three Mondays a month, Mimi Cooper (pictured
below) and Chris Plant load up a wagon (aka The Mini
Bookmobile) and meet with Head Start families from
St. Johns County. The children and their siblings get to
choose a free book each time they meet. At Christmas
Chris Martin (lower right) brought Santa who listened
carefully to each child’s wishes. The thank you smiles
say it all.

Christmas celebration helps homeless local
veterans

Members gathered for a special Christmas dinner at The Raintree in
downtown St. Augustine in lieu of our December meeting. It was a
lovely evening to enjoy good food and friendship.

Rather than a gift exchange, we took donations to fund gift cards for
veterans at a local facility. Thanks to Vicki Sellner’s initiative in this
project, 15 veterans had a little extra to celebrate this year for
Christmas. Thank you, Altrusans, for generously sharing with your

community.
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Mimi, Chris, Louise, Vicki (pictured left
to right), Patti, and Linda spent a sunny,
breezy morning at the Artisan Market on
Dec. 7th, selling our cookbook, What’s
Cooking in St. Augustine, and tickets for
our December lottery raffle.

The lottery tickets were arranged into a
lovely Christmas wreath. Janice Lindsey
(below) was the lucky winner. Her smile
savs it all.

Mimi, Louise, Brian, Vicki, Linda, Marci, and Chris (left to right
above) gathered at Applebee’s in late October to draw a winner
from our first lottery raffle. The theme was Halloween, so a black
cauldron was filled with 30 lottery tickets of various amounts. The
winner had a potential of winning thousands of dollars from the

scratch offs. Qur next raffle will be for St. Patrick’s Day.

Sebastian Segui (right) was the lucky winner of the first raffle. An
Applebee’s employee drew the winning ticket, we placed a call to
the winner, and had the pleasure of him joining us for the
celebration.




We owe a huge thank you to Marshalls in St.
Augustine who had an over abundance of
backpacks and decided to donate them to a
local charity. Fortunately for us, they had
heard about our Sebastian Segui Backpack
Project. Below is Kimberly Elkner from
Marshalls with a bin full of donations. Marci’s
car was full to overflowing.

Marci and Zachary delivered 5 birthday backpacks in November (below left).

Governor Dimple has asked for
help with the District 3 convention
in April. Do you have any spoons
or pitchers you’re not using? If so,
she’d like to use them for centerpieces at the
conference. We also have members making a
variety of potholders. Some will be woven, while
others will be crocheted or quilted.
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Backpacks were donated by

Kim Ravenscraft Harrison and books were donated by Hindi's Libraries. Zachary's little brother, Zander,

donated a bag of clothes for a child around his age.

In January 4 birthday backpacks (center below) were delivered from Marshalls’ donation. Books were
donated by Isabelle Howes, and beautiful stuffed animals came from Nancy and Dan Sansoucy. Sebastian
and Zander donated a blanket, hot chocolate packets, clothes, and shoes.

There were 3 birthday deliveries for February (left below) including backpacks from Marshalls, books
from Hindi’s Libraries, pajamas and shoes from Tana Gray, and stuffed animals from Nancy and Dan

Sansoucy.




